A method is described that obviates the need for vacuum and tanks of gas mixtures for anaerobiosis in the anaerobic incubator.
The use of a tightly sealed container from which the oxygen has been removed by various means (including a catalyst) is a prerequisite for the cultivation of anaerobic organisms (3, 10, 11) . These containers range from several different types of jar and lid arrangements to more complex and expensive anaerobic incubators. Currently some investigators (1, 4, 5, 9, 10) (2) . This system uses a safe, disposable hydrogen and carbon dioxide generator envelope plus a disposable anaerobic indicator to provide a practical system for growing most anaerobes from clinical material in any bacteriology laboratory.
In the course of other investigations, we developed a procedure which permitted anaerobic conditions to be produced readily in the incubator (National Anaerobic Incubator, model no. 3630) without resorting to vacuum and tanked gas mixtures. We were using the method of Miller and Finegold (8) and Ramibacterium sp., 1). Indeed, our experience has been that, if growth occurs in the GasPak anaerobe jar, growth will occur in the anaerobic incubator when this GasPak procedure is used. Moreover, this procedure permits the use of an incubator of relatively large volume.
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